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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/735,131 


Examiner 

Constantine Hannaher 


Applicant(s) 

HOFFMAN, DAVID M. 


Art Unit 

2878 


- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 June 2003 . 
2a)\Z\ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [I] Claim{s) 4-8,11-16,18,19,22,24 and 25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) H Claim(s) 4,5,7,8,11-14,16.18,19,22,24 and 25 is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) 6 and 15 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) H The drawing(s) filed on 12 December 2000 is/are: a)\J accepted or b)M objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a), 

1 1) H The proposed drawing correction filed on 27 May 2003 is: a)l3 approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

if approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of; 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1)0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No{s), 


2) [3 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) {PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 15 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CMl 1.114, including the tee set torth in 37 
CMl 1.17(e), was tiled in this application atter final rejection. Since this application is eligible tor 
connnued examinanon under 37 CFR 1.114, and the tee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been nmely 
paid, the tlnalit)^ of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 Clll 1.114. 
Applicant's submission tiled on June 27, 2003 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR F75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. Claim 4 requires that the gap be filled wath a compliant clear film. It 
does not further limit this claim to recite, as claim 6 docs, that the g-ap is filled with air. 

3. Claim 15 is objected to under 37 CIR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the sutiject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claimfs), or amend the claim(s) to place the claimfs) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. Claim 4 requires that the g-ap be filled with a compliant clear film. It 
does not further limit this claim to repeat, as claim 15 does, this requirement. 

4. It is accepted that claims 16, 18, and 19 further limit claim 4 and are hereinbelow treated as it 
dependent on claim 4 rather than claim 15. 

Response to Submission(s) 

5. Applicant's arguments hied June 27, 2003 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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The repetitious, rote denial that the combinations are proper continues to be unimpressive. 
The clear lack ot understanding regarding the application ot the references (for example, continuing 
to suggest that Hoffman et aL is cited "for its teaching of a flexible cable") renders the argument 
unpersuasive. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 4, 16, 18, 19, S, 7, 8, 1 1-14, 24, 22, and 25 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indicanon of allowable subject matter: upon 
reconsideration in view of the amendments to independent claims 4, 5, 7, .ind 24, the suggestion of 
Schafer el al that the region benveen a scintillator cr)^stal and a corresponding photodiode be 
"preferably filled with an optically transmissive medium" (column 8, lines 30-31) is inadequate to 
motivate the specific degree of conformance of the compliant clear film to one of the arrays recited. 

Conclusion 

8. Ihis applicanon is in condition for allow-ance except for the following formal matters: 
objections to the claims as set forth above. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Mx pari e Quay le, 
1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutor)^ period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this letter. 

9. Any inquir)^ concerning this communication or earlier communicanons from the examiner 
should be directed to Constantine I lannaher whose telephone number is (703) 308-4850. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-lTiday w^ith flexible hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's super\asor, 
David P. Porta can be reached on (703) 308-4852. Ihe htx phone numbers for the orgvinizanon 



Application/Control Number: 09/735,131 Page: 4 

Art Unit: 2878 

where this application or proceeding is assignee! are (703) 872-9318 for regular communications and 
(703) 872-9319 for After Innal communicanons. 

Any inquir)^ of a general nati^ire or relating to the status ot this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 

August 1, 2003 


